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Module & Description Hours Credits

1. Professionalism, Values, and Ethics

This module equips students with a deep understanding of ethical
principles and professional values within early childhood education.
Students will develop a critically reflective and reflexive approach to their
own values and ethical positions, examining how these influence their
emerging professional identities. The module provides a critical 50 20
examination of professionalism, connecting theoretical concepts to
practical contexts. Students will learn to apply various ethical perspectives
to real-world issues, engaging in reflective exercises and discussions to
address ethical dilemmas with informed and principled decisions. This
prepares them to act as ethically grounded professionals, capable of

navigating complex situations with confidence and integrity.

2. Children’s Voices: Listening and Agency
This module focuses on the critical examination of participatory and
emancipatory research methodologies with young children. Students will
explore key aspects of these research approaches through practical
application or secondary research. The module emphasizes the importance
of understanding power dynamics and the role of participation, analyzing
how adults can facilitate advocacy for children. Additionally, students will 50 20
critically reflect on the professional and personal skills they develop
throughout the module, particularly in facilitating advocacy and supporting
children’s participation in research. This reflection includes consideration of
how these skills can be applied beyond their degree, preparing students to
effectively promote children's voices and agency in various professional

contexts.
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3. Therapeutic work with Children and Young People

This module provides an in-depth exploration of key socio-emotional
processes and milestones crucial for young children's mental health and
overall well-being. Students will examine the roles of supportive
environments and significant others in fostering socio-emotional
development. The module encourages a critical appreciation of the
complex interplay between risk and protective factors when understanding 50 20
adverse experiences in early childhood. Furthermore, students will engage
in evaluative reflection on current practices, considering their effectiveness
and areas for improvement. This module aims to equip students with a
comprehensive understanding of factors influencing mental health and
socio-emotional well-being, preparing them to create and support
nurturing environments for young children.

4. Cognition and Learning Difficulties

This module offers a comprehensive exploration of cognitive development
and inclusive practices within early childhood education. Students will
critically discuss concepts of cognitive development and evaluate various
approaches to assessment related to cognition and learning. The module
provides an in-depth analysis of the appropriateness of different strategies
to support the inclusion of children and young people with diverse needs. 50 20
Additionally, students will apply their understanding of assessment and
planning for children following atypical development pathways to create
supportive approaches for learning and social inclusion. This module aims
to equip students with the knowledge and skills to effectively support
children with cognitive and learning difficulties, fostering an inclusive and
supportive educational environment.

5. Specialist Dissertation

This module equips students with the skills necessary to conduct
independent and rigorous research in their chosen field. Students will
critically analyze and evaluate existing literature and methodologies to
formulate a well-defined research question or hypothesis, while adhering to
ethical research practices. They will collect and analyze data, drawing 50 40
logical conclusions from their findings, and demonstrate a deep and
systematic understanding of their subject matter. The module emphasizes
effective management of learning resources, including scholarly reviews
and primary sources, and requires students to present their research
findings in a coherent format, acknowledging the inherent uncertainty and
limitations of their work.
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